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This book is an investigative report on the labor conditions of the Taiwanese transnational company
Foxconn. Foxconn operates large-scale factory complexes in various places in China. More than one million
peasant-workers are engaged in the assembly process of electronic products in factory complexes in large
cities such as Shenzhen. Intermittent worker suicides have drawn the attention of the Western media. Foxconn
is a topographical map that reveals the relationship between China and the world economy and between China

and the United States after reform and opening up.

Founded by Taiwanese businessman Terry Gou, the company has grown into a transnational corporation in

response to the economic policies of the Chinese authorities after reform and opening. Although the image of



Apple's outsourcing company is strong, it has grown into a global company by expanding production bases in

various fields of the electronics industry.

After the digital revolution, Foxconn thrived on the outsourcing wave led by Western giants. The majority of
Apple's iPhones have been manufactured at Foxconn's assembly plants in China. Apple's revenue from iPhone
sales is absolute, and only a small fraction of what goes to the wages of assembly plant workers in China.

Apple's phenomenal capital accumulation was possible at the expense of Chinese workers.

Chinese workers sacrificed for Apple's capital accumulation

The migrant workers in the Foxconn factory not only reveal the essence of the social problems facing China,
but also clearly show the interdependence of the capital accumulation structures of the two countries, the
United States and China. Although the Western world is wary of China's 'emergence as a great power’, China's
reform and opening over the past 40 years has accompanied China's rapid growth and its contribution to the

prosperity of the Western consumer society.

During 2010, 18 workers had attempted suicide at Foxconn's factory complex in China. The book begins with
an interview with a rural girl named Tian Yu, who is paralyzed from the lower body after a suicide
attempt. Tian Yu got a job at an assembly plant in Shenzhen, but was not paid even after joining the company
because documents were not prepared to open a payroll account due to the negligence of the company

manager. “ asked a company official why, but no one gave an exact answer.” When she ran out of money, her




As I read the case of Tian Yu, I felt that the labor problems of the early 19th century British cotton factories
that I had studied in my youth overlapped with those of today’s China. Long working hours and harsh
working conditions seemed similar across the two centuries. The core of Foxconn owner Terry Gou's sayings
is 'Tmplementation of discipline'. Workers must obey the rules. The self-inflicted suicide of peasant-workers is
only a personal matter. To prevent this, Foxconn has been consistent with passive measures such as installing

suicide prevention nets in dormitories or requiring new hires to sign a suicide ban.

Militarization of Foxconn's workshops are in line with the basic nature of China's surveillance system, and
therefore there is no risk of conflict with contemporary Chinese society. Foxconn is emblematic of the
situation in which China's two supreme goals, a market economy through reform and opening and the
consolidation of the Communist Party's ruling system, overlap. However, in the future, how will Foxconn
adapt to the new international politics in which US-China competition for hegemony and China-Taiwan
tensions escalate? This is a serious issue that goes beyond a single company and examines the direction of the
world economy in the 21st century. This microscopic exploration report makes us reflect on a variety of issues,
from the background of Chinese society to the accumulation structure of the global economy dominated by
transnational corporations, and even to the international issue of US-China hegemony today.

Young-Suk Lee (Professor Emeritus of Gwangju University)
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